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ship was on the other side. The river at that place
is a league and a half broad; it is very swift, and
was bearing along at that time many cakes of ice.
Those who accompanied me believed the passage to
be impossible. Indeed, I had trouble in overcoming
their opposition; but, shortly after, the river became
free, the ice having drifted with the ebbing tide.
We embarked immediately, after having carried our
canoe over the ice which edged the river. We left
there at sunset, and we arrived safely at the
beginning of the night.

We found the ship in a safe and convenient place.
They were beginning to recover from their past
hardships. I went to see the sick man, whom I
comforted; I heard his confession the next day, and
administered to him the holy Viaticum. I spent
the afternoon in visiting our Canadians and Sailors,
who had made cabins for themselves on the shore.
On my return, I was told that the river was passable;
and I embarked at once, because I had promised to
return without delay, on account of the attack on
the Fort. We reached the other bank very late,
and we made a cabin in which to spend the night.
We made it with great carelessness, because the
Heavens appeared very serene; we repented of this,
for during three hours we were exposed to the snow.

We arrived on the 11th at our camp, where every-
thing was well advanced for the siege. A fine road
had been made through the woods for moving the
cannon, mortars, and bombs. On the 12th, the
mortars were placed in position. On the 13th, when
they were ready to fire, we sent to summon the
enemy to surrender, and to offer them good condi-
tions if they surrendered at once. They asked to



